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 Poem Theme Tone Structure/Form Rhyme/Rhythm Language /Literary 
Devices 

1 Childhood 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Change in 
Perpectives/Empathy 
 
 
 
 

    

2  
Because I 
could not stop 
for death 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Death/Loss/Different 
Attitude to Death 
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3 One Art 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Loss     

4 Song: Tears, 
Idle Tears 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Loss/ Guilt     

5 My Parents 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upbringing/ identity 
crisis/ change in 
perspective/ Youth vs 
world/ Empathy 
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6 For Heidi with 
Blue Hair 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Youth vs world/ 
Change in 
perspectives/ 
Empathy 

    

7 Praise Song 
for My Mother 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tribute/ Homage/ 
Gratitude 

    

8 Follower 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tribute/Gratitude/ 
Realisation 
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9 Elegy for My 
Father’s 
Father 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Change in 
Perspective/ Youth Vs 
Age/ Loss 

    

10 The Trees are 
Down 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Loss/Death/ 
Nostalgia 

    

11 The Trees 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Growth/Metaphor in 
Nature/Youth Vs Age 
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12 Country 
School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Loss/Nostalgia/ 
Youth Vs Age 

    

13 Cambodia 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Futility of 
War/Apathy 

    

14 Attack 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Apathy/Loss/ Futility 
of War 
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15 Reservist 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Futility/ Loss of War     

16 You Cannot Do 
This to Me 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Identity Crisis/Loss of 
Identity Due to War 

    

17 
 
 
 

Anthem for 
Doomed Youth 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Futility of War/ Loss     
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18 
 
 
 

My Dreams 
are of a Field 
Afar 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Loss/ Futility of War/ 
Time Lost/Change in 
Perspectives 

    

19 
 
 
 

Friend 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Time/ Dream/ Loss     

20 
 
 

A Man I Am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lost Youth/ Guilt     
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21 
 
 
 
 

Here 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Time /Nostalgia/ Loss     

22 
 
 
 
 

A Dream 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nostalgia/Loss/Time/ 
Unrequited Love 

    

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Time’s Fool 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Time/Youth Vs Age 
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24 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cold in the 
Earth 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Loss/ Death/ 
Nostalgia/Unrequited 
Love 

    

25 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Quoi Bon 
Dire 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nostlgia/Loss     

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Triumph 
of Time 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Loss/ Nostalgia/ 
Unrequited Love 
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27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meeting at 
Night 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clandestine 
meeting/Love 

    

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Because I Like 
You Better 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unrequited Love/ 
Loss 

    

29 
 

The Ballad of 
Reading Gaol 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Death / Loss/ 
Unrequited Love 

    

 


